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McGowen Family! 
 

Hopefully you had and enjoyable Spring Break!  We held our second Spring Break Mini-

Sessions and teaching and learning continued during Spring Break.  Scholars who partici-

pated in our Academic Mini-Session were engaged in rigorous hands-on activities that 

reinforced critical skills for two days and on the third day, scholars visited the Downtown 

Aquarium for a field lesson.  We would like to thank the parents and scholars who took 

advantage of this opportunity. 

We have made it to the last stretch of the 2014–2015 school year and it is extremely im-

portant that our scholars finish the school year prepared for the next grade level. Scholars 

in third through fifth grade will be taking the STAAR assessment and scholars in first 

through fifth grade will be taking the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) within the next 

month.  School attendance is key to academic success.  If our scholars are not present an 

on time every day, they miss instruction and could possibly be at risk of failing.  Please 

help us help your scholar be successful by making sure that they are at school on time and 

in attendance every day. 

Lastly, we would like to highly encourage each of you to become and active PTO member 

and/or a McGowen volunteer.  We look forward to seeing you on campus! 

McGowen scholars have been working hard all year 

preparing for state testing.  Testing will begin the 

week of March 30-April 4. The building will be 

closed to all visitors during that week. Visitors will 

not be allowed on campus for lunch or to drop off 

lunch and no parent conferences will be scheduled. 

Extended day classes will also be canceled for that 

week. It is important that your scholar is present and 

on time and prepared to do their best. We must con-

tinue working together to ensure the 

most successful outcome for our 

McGowen Scholars.  

 

We appreciate your cooperation! 

 A. Holloway. Instructional Specialist 

B. Phillip, Instructional Specialist 

McGowen Elementary provides an academically challenging environment, supports 

scholars in excelling to their full potential in a global society, and builds a foundation 

that prepares scholars to succeed at each level 

 

 Remember to get your rest. 

 Come to school on time. 

 Do your best! 

Our Mission 

http://poconojrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/sunshine.jpg


Dear Pre-K Family,  

 

Greetings Pre-K Family, 

 

We are quickly approaching the final ten 

weeks of school. The literacy program; Frog 

Street’s Theme 8 Focuses on ANIMALS: 

Lifecycle, habitats, and food chains. Theme 9 

Focuses on CHANGES: Our surroundings, the 

earth, nature, and scholars changing from pre-k 

to kindergarten.  Your child is encouraged to 

complete an animal project. More information 

will be sent home pertaining to thorough de-

tails on how to construct an “A” project. Ask 

your child what their favorite animal is. Ask 

why? Have a deep discussion about their spe-

cial animal. 

nections and Sensory Details. . 

Math: We will learn time and two and 

three dimensional figures. 

Science: We will learn about Plant and 

Animal Parts and Functions, Life Cycle 

of Plants and Animals.  
Social Studies:  We will learn about Tech-

nology, Recording the Changes in Our 

Lives, and Making Decisions.     

 

Important Dates:   
* April 20-24:  (EOY) High Frequency 

Word Exam (HFWE) 

*May 4-12: IOWA  (Grades 1-5) 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 

Spring Break. We are now into our 

final quarter of the year. We had a 

grand time on the 100th day of 

school.  We had a parade around 

the school with banners and the 

posters they worked so very hard to 

create!  
    

We are working on: 

Reading:  We will be focusing on 

the following Reading Comprehen-

sion skills: Theme,  Making  Con-

 

Pre-Kindergarten:  Building  lifelong learners  By: Pre-Kindergarten 

1st Grade:  1st Grade:  Preparing our Scholars for College! 

High Frequency  Words  
 

I  me the         like   that by 
am   said little do but         yellow 
have      as           to from are an 
a            can        you he all then 
my         did         see go and what 
is           with        we for if who 
here       will         she my of was 
blue green     red         brown     black      purple 

 

Kindergarten: Creating a Successful Foundation By: Kindergarten  

Spring has arrived! 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

The Kindergarten honeybees are 

working diligently towards their 

goals.  Every student is expected to be 

reading by the end of Kindergarten.  

In order to fulfill this goal, we need 

your help!  Please read at least 

30 minutes daily with your 

child.  A set of the high fre-

quency  words are listed, 

please help your child master 

these words.  
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“We Enter to Learn 

 and Leave to 

Achieve!!!” 

We are the  

Honeybees! 

We are in the process of plan-

ning several field trips and we 

need volunteers.  Please register 

online @ http://

www.houstonisd.org/

Page/90800 and bring your Tex-

as Drivers License to the front 

 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.usgbcnc.org/%3FVolunteer&sa=U&ei=JnwfU9zkF8u2rgHQjYHIAw&ved=0CDMQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNFW-6zocp0eX7EOqjLPINJH0hYe3g


Our scholars are working hard to prepare for the 

IOWA standardized test that will take place during 

the 1st week in May.  

Parents please assist us by encouraging positive 

behavior and having scholars  in attendance every-

day, on time. 

End of the year festivities are quickly approaching 

and behavior, absences, and tardiness's will be tak-

en into account for participation in those festivi-

ties. 

 

The goal is to have all scholars on board! 

 

Second Grade Teachers 

  

 
    

 

school they are missing 

valuable information.  If 

you would like to sched-

ule a meeting with the 4th 

grade team please call the 

school office and leave a 

message for one of our 

team members. And last, 

please remind the schol-

ars to read for 20 minutes 

daily and practice their 

math facts! 

 

Greetings 4th Grade Parents and 

Guardians 

 

The 2014—2015 school is almost 

over and the teachers and students 

have been working hard to make 

this a successful year. The 4th 

Grade team has a few notes that 

we would like to share. 

 Please remember that being on 

time for school and attendance is 

very important for scholars. Every-

day a scholar is late or absent from 

2nd Grade: A new year! By: Second Grade     

3rd Grade: Steps to success! By: 3rd Grade 
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Students joined in the celebration of Dr. Suess Week 

March 3-7, 2015 .  

 

What can I do to help my child prepare for the STAAR test? 
 

Parents- You should make sure that your scholar follows the first two 

guidelines--get a good night's rest and eat a healthy breakfast--on a con-

sistent basis, not just during STAAR testing.  The following tips can go a 

long way in helping students do their best every day, but especially during 

the testing period. 
 

*Make sure that your child goes to bed early the night before the test. 

*Make sure that they eat a  healthy breakfast on the morning of the test 

*Have them wear comfortable clothes; layers help you adjust to the room's 

temperature. 

*Tell your child to picture themselves doing well.  A positive attitude will 

help them score higher. 

*Let them know that if they feel nervous, they can close their eyes and 

breathe deeply to calm themselves. 4th Grade: We  will Rock  the STAAR! 

 Field Trip to the Museum of Fine Arts- Thursday, March 26- 8:30-1:00 

 

 Field Trip to the Dewberry Farm- Friday, April 17- 8:00-2:30 

Thank you, “Making it Better” for proving reading tutorials 

for McGowen’s kindergarten scholars.   

2015 Yearbook Dedication Ad!! 
 

There is still time to place a special ad in the  2015 

yearbook! Deadline is Monday, March 30. 

Send  a special message to your  child let them know 

how much you appreciate them.! 

 

 

2015 Yearbooks are $20! 
Will sale to the end of school year. 



The Honey Bee Choir  and  Director , Starlic Williams  recorded 

the new school song at KTSU. 90.9.  Scholars also had an oppor-

tunity to tour the campus. 

Greetings 5th Grade Parents and Guardians! 

  

Spring time is here and the 5th graders are pre-

paring for their state assessments. 5th graders 

will take STAAR Reading on March 30, 2015; 

STAAR Math on April 20th and STAAR Sci-

ence on April 22. Please remember to have stu-

dents arrive at school no later than 7:30 am and 

daily attendance is very important for the next 

few weeks in order to ensure that our scholars 

are fully prepared to be successful on the 

STAAR assessment. 

 

5th Grade: High Expectation! By 5th 

McGowen Elementary 

6820 Homestead Rd 

Phone: 713-636-6979 
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McGowen Scholars are one step closer to college!!! 

McGowen SPOLIGTLIGHT! 

Teacher of the Year- S. Smith            Beginning Teacher of the Year –J. Williams   

 

These teachers were recognized for their outstanding hard work and dedication to 

education. McGowen Elementary would like to salute them on  a job well done. 

McGowen Scholar Spring Break Mini-

Session  was a success. Students partici-

pated Monday, March  16– 18, reviewing 

Math and Reading skills.  Scholars had an 

opportunity to conclude the session with a 

fun ,educational experience at The  

Downtown Aquarium. 

2015—2016 

Don’t forget to follow us on twitter  

 McGowenES_HISD 


